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Task Force formed Spring 2025

Mandate: Gain an understanding of 
the situation and, where possible, 
try to find an amenable 
compromise

✓ Members from all over 
Lordship

✓ Proportional representation 
of owner/non-owners for 
Golf Carts (5:2)

✓ Various areas of expertise

There are currently 255+ registered golf 
carts in Lordship



The LIA 
Motor 

Vehicles Task 
Force (TF)

Background

Background
The Lordship Improvement Association (LIA) 
Board appointed a Motorized Vehicle Task 
Force to examine the issue of golf cart 
parking on the lawn area of the Lordship 
Bluffs (referred to as the Bluffs Lawn)

Concerns regarding:
• Environmental
• Preservation of Scenic Vistas
• Safety
• Confusion regarding ownership and laws
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The LIA 
Motor 

Vehicles Task 
Force (TF)

Mandate LIA Motor Vehicle Task Force Findings and 
Recommendations
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Get understanding of:

✓ Ownership

✓ ROWs

✓ Safety & Liabilities

✓ Zoning

✓ Coastal Protected 
Area Regulations

✓ Erosion issues

 Lawn

 Bluffs

 Beach

✓ Identify a place for GCs

✓ Consider benefits for all 
residents

✓ Try to find alternatives 
closer than the Seawall 
or Short Beach



The Issue
• The LIA prohibits all 

motorized vehicles from 
driving and parking on 
the Bluffs Lawn (with 
posted signs)

• Despite this prohibition, 
people are driving and 
parking golf carts (and 
motorcycles) on the 
Bluffs Lawn
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Summer 2025

LIA Motor Vehicle Task Force Findings and Recommendations



The Task 
Force 

Directive
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Analyze whether golf carts should be allowed to park on the 
Bluffs Lawn, and if so, where

To answer these, the 
Task Force researched:

Bluffs Lawn Ownership

Environmental, Safety, 
and Preservation of 
Scenic View Issues

Town of Stratford Golf 
Cart Rules

Town of Stratford Land 
Use Regulations
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Bluffs Lawn Ownership

• The LIA is the owner and 
trustee of the Lordship 
Bluffs. 

• Trustee ownership started 
with a 1938 Quit Claim Deed 
from Lordship Park 
Association to Donald 
Sammis.  

• Trustee ownership was 
transferred to the LIA in 
2012. 
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What it Means to be a Trustee

• The LIA holds the legal title to the land for the 
benefit of the current and future residents of 
Lordship Manor

• As trustee, the LIA is responsible for the long-
term stewardship of land and ensuring that the 
land is managed according to the purposes set 
out in the trust deed 
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Purpose of the Trust

• The original 1938 Lordship Bluffs trustee deed 
dictates how the property is to be used

• It states that the property is to be used for 
“park purposes” 
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Town of Stratford Road Right of Way

• The Town of Stratford has a 100’ road Right-
of-Way (ROW) for Park Boulevard, which 
includes

– the paved road

– 10-12 feet north of the paved area 

– about 50 feet south of the paved area on the 
Bluffs Lawn 
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Clarification of
Ownership 

Misperception
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It does not mean that people can ignore LIA 
prohibitions against motorized vehicles on the Bluffs 

Lawn

The Town of Stratford holds a road ROW easement 
over a portion of the Bluffs Lawn, which means

the town has the right to use a portion of 
the Bluffs Lawn for road maintenance, 

drainage, and utility placement

the LIA must adhere to Town regulations 
related to the road ROW

The LIA owns the Lordship Bluffs, including the Bluffs 
Lawn, in fee simple (full ownership)
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Matters Considered
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Environmental Safety Preservation of 
Scenic Views

Community 
Sentiment

Other Lordship 
beach areas with 
paved parking for 

golf carts

Short Beach

Long Beach

Seawall
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Importance of 
Conservation

• The Bluffs Lawn provides 
for open, expansive, and 
unobstructed Long Island 
Sound water vistas that are 
some of the most scenic in 
all of Connecticut 
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Golf Cart Impact 
on Conservation

Golf carts cause significant damage 
to turf on private lawns through:
• Soil Compaction: Repeated traffic from 

golf carts compresses the soil, 
reducing its ability to hold water and 
nutrients.

• Turf Thinning: The weight of golf carts 
thin out grass.  Studies show that even 
a few passes can lead to noticeable 
wear and discoloration.

• Increased Stress: Driving on stressed 
turf, such as during drought or frost, 
exacerbates damage. Carts can leave 
lasting marks and cause further 
deterioration of grass health.

• Additionally, golf carts, both electric 
and gas powered, through different 
mechanisms, can be a fire risk 
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Town Legal Issues

• Golf Cart Rules

• Resource Conservation 
Zone Regulations
– protects areas with 

significant environmental 
value

• ROW Regulations
– motorized vehicle traffic 

is not allowed on the 
shoulder of road ROW 
without a permit
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Exploration 
of Options
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The Task Force discussed possible options for 
limited golf cart parking on the Bluffs Lawn

However,  we concluded that there are very 
few options to accommodate even a handful 
of golf carts on the Bluffs Lawn, given the legal 
and environmental hurdles

We also discussed parking spaces for golf carts 
near but not on the Bluffs Lawn, but found no 
satisfactory option

Details on these options are set out in the 
report
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Task Force 
Recommendation 

• The Task Force recommends 
that the LIA continue to 
prohibit golf carts and any 
kind of  motorized vehicles 
driving and parking on the 
Bluffs Lawn, given the legal, 
safety, environmental, and 
scenic view preservation 
reasons outlined in its report

LIA Motor Vehicle Task Force Findings and 
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There is a need for the LIA to pursue 
both education and enforcement

Education

• Mailings, additional signage, discussions 
with Town

Enforcement

• Surveillance, security, additional fencing, 
wheel locks

• ‘No trespassing’ notice/warning to 
motorized vehicle trespassers



In summary,
MV driving and parking on the 

Lawn Bluffs should be 
prohibited

By the LIA

By the Town of Stratford

By the State of Connecticut

Connecticut General 
Statutes section 52-560a 
allows damages for 
trespassing on nonprofit 
conservation organization 
open space land
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Questions?

More detail can be found in the
LIA Motorized Vehicle Task Force Report dated October 31, 2025

and posted on the LIA website
www.lordshipct.org
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