
 

You can learn much more about the LIA at our website: www.LordshipCT.org. 
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Dear Lordship Neighbor,       June 2026 

 

Since 1924, the Lordship Improvement Association (LIA) has been made up of neighbors who care 

deeply about this community and the special place we are fortunate to call home. From preserving and 

protecting the Bluffs and shoreline, to supporting neighborhood events, beautification efforts, and 

community engagement, the LIA exists to help maintain and strengthen the character of Lordship for 

current and future generations. 

 

Since becoming Trustee of the Bluffs/Lordship Beach/Russian Beach land trust in 2012, the LIA has 

also taken on the important responsibility of stewarding this unique coastal resource — balancing 

preservation, access, safety, and long-term sustainability for the benefit of the entire community. 

 

We are proud to serve this community, grateful to the many residents who volunteer their time and 

ideas, and excited to continue building a welcoming, engaged, and vibrant Lordship together. 

 

You’re Invited: 2026 Annual Meeting 

 

Please join us for the LIA’s 2026 Annual Meeting on Wednesday, July 15, from 7:00–9:00 PM at Our 

Lady of Peace Hall (651 Stratford Road).  We encourage all our Lordship neighbors to attend.  Come 

hear about current projects and future plans, meet neighbors, ask questions, share ideas, and learn more 

about opportunities to get involved. 

 

News … 

 

Ecological Restoration: We are approaching the completion of the one-year environmental study of 

the Trust property aimed at better understanding how to preserve and protect the Bluffs for the future. 

Once complete, LIA will seek additional grant funding for the implementation of the ecological 

restoration plan, expected to include an invasive plant management plan and a native planting and 

maintenance plan for the Bluffs.   

 

Clean-up: We had two clean-up days in the spring which were a huge success.  Many thanks to all 

the volunteers.  We accumulated 40 bags of garbage!  Each clean-up had 40+ volunteers.  Come join 

us for the next event!  

 

Motorized Vehicles: The Bluffs and adjacent lawn area are for pedestrians only.  All motorized 

vehicles (cars, golf carts, eBikes, ATVs, go-carts, etc,) are prohibited.  This aligns with the posted 

signage and the Town of Stratford zoning and golf cart registration process.  The Stratford Police 

Department, Traffic Division, will begin an enforcement process this year that includes an initial 

warning for golf carts found on the Trust property and, for a second violation, the revocation of golf 

cart registration privileges.    

 

Storage of Personal Watercraft: To maintain the integrity of the beach dunes we ask that any personal 

watercraft left on Trust property be securely stored below the grass areas.  Please see policy on the LIA 

website. 

 

Floating Rafts: Over the last few summers there have been two floating rafts in the water off the beach.  

The CT DEEP notified LIA that these rafts were in violation of State Laws and a hazard to mariners.  

Any such devices need CT DEEP authorization. 

 



 

You can learn much more about the LIA at our website: www.LordshipCT.org. 

1947 Agreement: Please see the LIA Website, https://www.lordshipct.org/history , regarding the 

1947 Agreement documentation and historical news articles. 

 

June 29 — Army Engine Plant Redevelopment Meeting: Please watch for additional information 

from the Town of Stratford regarding a scheduled June 29 meeting at the Baldwin Center with the 

developer of the former Army Engine Plant property. 

 

This proposed redevelopment has the potential to significantly impact Lordship residents for years to 

come. Community awareness about the proposed changes will be key so we encourage everyone to 

attend the meeting and complete the town survey linked here: https://www.pointstratford.com/ .  

 

Lordship Gardens  

 

LIA provides the funding to support the following eight Lordship gardens: 

 

• Ackley Memorial Park (the Gazebo) • The Bluffs Flagpole 

• Captain Kidd’s Gardens • Sammis Park at the Seawall 

• Crown Street Garden by Lordship 

Elementary School 

• Triangular Rose Garden at Maple St and Laurel St 

 

Get Involved!  

 

The Lordship Improvement Association is made up of neighbors working together to care for the 

community we all share. We welcome your ideas, feedback, and involvement as we continue efforts 

to enhance Lordship’s beauty, environment, and sense of community. There are many ways to get 

involved, from volunteering in the LIA’s gardens to helping with events and community projects. 

Please watch our website and Facebook for opportunities to participate throughout the year. 

  

2026 Donation Drive – Help Us Reach $40,000 Goal 

 

We Need Your Help to continue to make our slice of paradise beautiful.  Become a patron of the LIA 

and all we do to provide a safer and more scenic Lordship! 

 

In 1938, a Lordship landowner/developer created a land trust, now known as The Bluffs and 

Russian/Lordship Beach, for the use and enjoyment of current and future Lordship residents. 

Trusteeship of the property has since passed from Donald Sammis (1938), to Edward Olsen (1965), 

to Bob Sammis (1994), and finally to the Lordship Improvement Association in 2012.  This area is 

maintained entirely through donations to the LIA. 

 

Your support helps fund ongoing maintenance, beautification, environmental stewardship, and 

preservation efforts that benefit the entire community. Please consider supporting the LIA’s 2026 

fundraising goal of $40,000.  Checks may be made payable to “Lordship Improvement Association, 

Inc.” and returned in the enclosed envelope.  

 

You can also donate by scanning the QR code on the card, or visit: https://bit.ly/LIA-ToDonate.   

 Thank you for your support! 

 

https://www.lordshipct.org/history
https://www.pointstratford.com/

