
AGREEMENT 

MADE BETWEEN THE LORDSHIP PARK 

ASSOCIATION AND THE LORDSHIP 

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

MAY 1, 1947 

NOTE: A copy of the original Agreement is on file in the Stratford 

Town Clerk's office at Volume 221 Page 464 of the Land Records. 

Unfortunately, the Agreement did not copy well; therefore, the following 

version has been retyped for clarity: 

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this 1st day of May, 1947, by 

and between THE LORDSHIP PARK ASSOCIATION, a Connecticut corporation having 

its principal place of business in the City of Bridgeport, County of 

Fairfield and State of Connecticut, and THE LORDSHIP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, 

a Connecticut corporation located in the Town of Stratford in said County 

and State. 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS THE LORDSHIP PARK ASSOCIATION was and is the owner and 

developer of a tract of land located in said Town of Stratford which is 

set forth and shown upon a certain map entitled Map of Lordship Manor, 

Section 1, made by William B. Reynolds, Surveyor, and filed for record 

in the Office of the Town Clerk of Stratford, and 

WHEREAS on said map, various areas adjacent to Long Island Sound 

are shown as "Reserved for Park Purposes", and 

WHEREAS one of such areas is located south of Beach Drive as shown 

on said map extending from Sound View Avenue, now known 'as Washington 

Parkway, westerly to the westerly boundary of said Lordship Manor on said 

map, and 

WHEREAS the location of Beach Drive, as shown on the foregoing map, has 

been altered by The Lordship Park Association so that Beach Drive as 

actually constructed (herein called "Existing Beach Drive") now lies south 

of its location on said map between Washington Parkway and FLfth Avenue and 

north of its location on said map between Fifth Avenue and the westerly 

terminus of said property of The Lordship Park Association as shown on map 

- 



of .Beach at Lordship, dated June 23, 1939, made by Fuller and Company, 

Surveyors, and filed for record in the Office of the Tow Clerk of Stratford, 

and 

WHEREAS in a substantial portion of the area so designated on said 

map as "Reserved for Park Purposes" lying west of Washington Parkway, The 

Lordship Park Association has for a number of years leased various strips of 

land, herein referred to as beach lots, on either side of Beach Drive to 

persons who have erected beach cottages on said leased land, and 

WHEREAS The Lordship Park Association and the various cottage owners 

on said leased land are about to make a substantial investment in the 

construction of jetties along the adjacent shore with a view to retarding 

the erosion of the beach, and if possible, to cause the beach to be built 

up, and 

WHERE The Lordship Improvement Association is an association of the 

various owners of lots shown on the aforesaid map and other maps of adjacent 

properties of the Lordship Park Association and has, on behalf of said lot 

owners, asserted the claimed right of the owners of the various lots on 

said maps to have those areas shown on said map as "Reserved for Park 

Purposes" actually used and devoted to park purposes, and 

WHEREAS, as a result of negotiations had between the parties hereto, 

an agreement has been reached relative to the use to be made of the area 

between Washington Parkway and the present westerly terminus of the land of 

The Lordship Park Association which lies south of the southerly line of 

Existing Beach Drive, 

NOW THEREFORE, this writing is executed by the parties to evidence 

the agreement at which they have arrived: 
. 1 .  It is declared that it is the intention.of the parties to provide 

for th~ eventual elimination and removal of all cottages lying south of 
Existing Beacl.Drive between Washington Parkway and the present westerly 
terminus of land~f:The Lordship Park Association and to dedicate said area 
for park and beach purposes for the use of (a) the various owners of lots 
shown on Section l of:said Map of Lordship Manor and (b) the owners of summer 
cottages situated in ti~area owned by The Lordship Park Association and located 
west of Washington Parkw~jj:subject, however, to the limitations herein 
contained. 



2. The Lordship Improvement Association relinquishes any claim to 

have the area north of Eristing Beach Drive devoted to park purposes and, 

in consideration thereof, this agreement is made applicable to all of the 

area south of the south line of Existing Beach Drive including that portion 

of the area south of the south line of Existing Beach Drive which lies 

West of FHfth Avenue and which was not dedicated for park purposes on Section 

1 of said map of Lordship Manor, all of said area south of the south line of 
., 

Existing Beach Drive. from Washington Parkway to the present westerly terminus 

of the property owned by the Lordship Park Association being herein collectively 

called the "Park Area", 

3 . .  The Lordship Perk Association agrees that no land in the park 

Area which is not now leased and occupied by beach cottages shall hereafter 

be leased by it, but shall be held by The Lordship Park Association for park 

and beach purposes in accordance with the provisions of paragraph I hereof. 

4. As to any beach lot in said Park Area which is now leased but which 

is not now occupied by a cottage erected by the lessee therof,. The Lordship 

Park Association agrees that it will not renew the existing lease of such 

lot or thereafter lease the same, but that, after termination or expiration of 

such lease, such lot will be held by it for park and beach purposes in accordance 

with the provisions of paragraph l hereof. 

5. By reason of the expenditure made and to be made by The Lordship 

Park Association and the various cottage owners within the area west 'of 

Washington Parkway in the construction of nine jetties of the approximate 

total linear footage of 1020 feet to retard erosion and build.up the beach 

adjacent to said area, it is agreed that The Lordship Park Association shall 

be permitted to continue to lease the beach lots in the Park Area now occupied 

by beach·cottages and that such cottages shall be permitted to occupy such 

lots on the.conditions hereinafter set forth: 

(a) If.any beach cottage in the Paik Area shall be wholly or partially 

destroyed within a period of five years from June 1, 1947, such cottage may 

be rebuilt or repaired provided the same shall be rebuilt or repair~d within 
one year from thedate of such whole or partial destruction in accordance with 
the zoning regulations;now or hereafter adopted by the Town of Stratford. 

(b) Said rebutltoiry repaired cottage may continue to occupy the beach lot 
upon which it existed under lease from The Lordship Park Association and 
said beach lot may continue t~he occupied and be leased thereafter until the 
privilege of occupancy and of'easing and re-leasing such beach lot shall have 
been terminated hereunder. 

--· -- 



(e) If after five years from June 1, 1947, any beach cottage in the 

Park Area shall be damaged from any cause, whether.of fire, the elements 

or otherwise, to 'an extent greater than 50. per cent of the assessed value 

of such cottage, the same shall not be repaired or rebuilt but shall be 

removed from the beach lot upon which it shall have existed, the lease of 

said beach-lot shall thereupon be terminated, and such beach lot shall not 

thereafter be leased by The Lordship Perk Association but shall be held by it 

for park and beach purposes in accordance with the provisions of paragraph l 

hereof, 

(d) If the privilege of occupying any beach lot in the Park Area with 

any cottage shall be terminated hereunder, The Lordship Park Association 

agrees to take effective steps to require or cause such cottage or part 

thereof to be removed. 

(e) If any beach lot within the Park Area now occupied by any beach 

cottage shall become vacant and unoccupied by or through any other cause 

than those above indicated, such beach ,lot shall not thereafter be leased, 

but shall be held by the Lordship Park Association solely for park and 

beach purposes in accordance with the provisions of paragraph l hereof. 

6 . · .  ALI leases of beach lots in the Park Area hereafter executed 

by the Lordship Park Association shall define the areas to be built upon, .shall 

incorporate by reference or otherwise the provisions of this agreement, 

and shall provide that the beach front and other portions of such beach 

lots not actually occupied by cottages shall .be held for park and beach 
purposes in accordance with the provisions of paragraph l hereof. 

7. The Lordship Park Association agrees that it will not sell, transfer 
or'assign any part of its interest in the Park Area except subject to the 
termis of. this agreement, and that said area will be held by it, subject 

. . . . . 

to the.terms.hereof, solely for park and beach purposes in accordance with 
the prov±&tis:of paragraph 1 hereof. 

,. ·. ,· . .  ·  . .  

8. If snylandowner at Lordship Manor, so-called, (1) shall institute 
any suit against The Lordship Park Association as to any part of the area 
now owned by a~id Association which lies west of Washington Parkway and 
south of the north 1f&of.Beach Drive as shown on said map of Lordship 

. .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  

Manor, Section l, to enforce any claimed right to have any part of said area 
devoted to park purposes bjvirtue of any deed given by The Lordship 
Park Association or by a pred~rssor in title and or by virtue.by the 

+ ,  t  

designatioion said map of any part of said area as "Reserved fa 
Park Purposes",or (2) shall institute any suit against The Lordship 
Perk Association:to enforce any claimed right to have any area shown as a 



street on said map, but now occupied by beach cottages, devoted to use as 
a street, then, upon the rendition of final judgment in favor of such 

landowner establishing any right so asserted, this agreement may be terminated 
and cancelled by The Lordship Park Association upon written notice to the 
Lordship Imrovement Association. Upon such termination and cancellation, 
all rights, duties and obligations and all interests in realty created hereby 
shall become and be null and void and the parties hereto shall thereafter 
have all·such rights,duties and obligations and ll such interests in realty 
as existed at the date of this agreement, it being the intention of the parties 
hereto, if this agreement shall be so terminated and cancelled, to restore 
each party hereto to the legal position occupied by it at the date of this 

agreement. ' Th e  provisions of this paragraph shall not apply, however, to any 

suit instituted for the enforcement of any rights established hereunder to have 

any part of said Park Area devoted to park purposes. 

9 . Th i s  agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon 

the parties hereto and their successors and assigns. Since The Lordship 

Improvement Association is acting for and on behalf of the various lot .owners on 
said Map of Lordship Manor, this agreement, ind the right, privileges and 

duties created thereby, may be enforced not only by The Lordship Improvement 

Association but also by the present or subsequent owner or owners of any 
lot shown on Section l of said Map of Lordship Manor. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have caused these presents 

to be signed and sealed this lst day of May, 1947. 
Signed, .sealed and delivered 
in the 
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